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The present 

 670 km length of basic motorway 

1650 major bridges, length 40 km 

        76 double tunnels, length 50 km 

             350 passage 

Serves 36% of the country population  

and 33% of GNP 

190 km length of vertical axes  

EGNATIA MOTORWAY:  
THE PROJECT IDENTITY  

The past 

Via Egnatia : built in 146-120 B.C. by the 

      Roman officer Gaius Egnatius  

Via militaris - 800 km long, from Dirrachio to 
Byzantine  

Used by Saint Paul (40 A.C.)  

Until 16th cent. A.C. mainly trade road 

Civitates, mansiones, mutatiae (stations) 

Trade tax (tolls) put in byzantine era 

A strategic road for over 2000 years (from Roman 
empire until the late history of Balkan)  



Egnatia Motorway 

Total number of tunnels  :  73 

Tunnels with length over 500m  :  31  

Tunnel length (2-ways) :  50 km (7,5% of the length of Egnatia Motorway) 

Tunnels > 500m  

of trans-european motorway network  

Egnatia Motorway puts Greece to the 4th place in EU concerning the number of 

large tunnels within the trans-european motorway network 

Ā Tunnels 



4 Wetlands protected  

under the Ramsar Convention   

 

70 wildlife conservation areas  
(formerly wildlife reserves ) 

the longest rivers in Greece   

 

17 Areas Protected  
under the European Network 

òNatura 2000ó 

Egnatia Motorway is adjacent to:  
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270 historic sites  
in a 1000m - wide zone  



ü Tools for environmental protection at 
the design level  

ü Tools for environmental protection at 
the implementation  

 level  

 

THE EXPERIENCE GAINED  



Tools for environmental protection  
at the design level  

Å Special alignment according to the special 
characteristics of the environment  (large 
tunnels, bridges, realignment)  

Å Monitoring of the existing environment 
situation  

Å Recording of protected fauna  
Å Landscape Rehabilitation Guidelines (OSAT, 

in its Greek acronym)  
Å Guidelines for the Management of 

Excavation expenses (ODDAE ) 
Å Recording of archaeological sites  
Å Development of a Geographical Information 

System  (GIS)  with archaeological excavation 
information  



Tools for environmental protection  
at the implementation level (1)  

ÅMonitoring of the project's 
impact on the fauna  

ÅWildlife Passages  
ÅSpecial road fencing  


